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Re:  Surface Transportation Board Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 456X);
The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sccretary Williams:

Enclosed for filing in the referenced docket arc thc original and ten copes of The
Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Raillway Company’s Notice of Exemption, and a check
for $3,200.00, covering the filing fce.

Plcase acknowledge receipt of this matenal by date stamping the enclosed copy of this
letter and returning 1t to me in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope

The environmental and historic rcports have been forwarded to the responsible agencics
and copies have been directed to the Section of Environmental Analysis. The Notice of
Exemption includes a certificate of notice upon various interested statc and federal
authonties (the U. S. Department of the Interior - National Park Service, Recreation and
Conscrvation Assistance Program, the U. S Department of the Interior — National Park
Scrvice, Land Resource Division; the Department of Defense, Military Traffic
Management Command; the Califorma Public Utilities Commission: the Cahiformia
Dcpartment of Transportation, and the Chief of Forest Scrvice, U. S. Department of
Agriculturc)

Sincerely,
Bnan Nettles
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TO THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD: \\:_é ~ é‘n.;

BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) hereby notifics the Board that it intends \t\t\)‘;b'md%qali
line of railroad between ES 0 + 00 to ES 26 + 35 in Riverside, California, pursuant to the
Board's Exemption of Qut of Service Rail Lines, 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50. A portion of the
trackage for this proposed abandonment has been mistakenly removed by a contractor for
the city of Riverside and if the abandonment 1s not approved, the track will be restored by
BNSF at the city’s expense. In support of the Notice, respectfully provides the following

information:

L Proposed consummation datc for the abandonment. -

October 1, 2007 @ re

TRANSPGRTA::Un BOARD

Il Certification required in 49 C.F R. § 1152 50(b)
The attached Certification of Michacl Smith certifies that no
formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on this line (or a statc or
) local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation
‘\,%%‘\ of service over the line 1s pending with the Board or any U.S. District
q&w Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant within the last two

years. The attached Verification of Susan Odom certifies that no local



IIL.

traffic has moved over this line for at least two (2) years and there 1s no

overhead traffic to be rerouted.

Information required by C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1-4), (7), (8) and (c)(4).

(a) General

)

)

)

4)

&)

(6)

Exact name of Applicant.
BNSF Railway Company
Whether applicant 1s a common carrier by railroad subject
to 49 U.S C, Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.
Applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to
49 U S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105
Relief sought
BNSF secks an excmption from Surface Transportation
Board approval authorizing the abandonment and
discontinuance of service of the Riverside, Califorma line
specified above.
Detailed map of the subjcect line.
See Exhibit A.
Name, title and address of representative of applicant to
whom correspondence should be sent.
Michael Smith
Frceborn & Peters
311 S. Wacker Dr., Suite 3000
Chicago, IL 60606-6677
List of all United State Postal Service ZIP Codes that the

line traverses.



The Riverside, Califorma line traverses United

States Postal Service Zip code 92504

(7)  Statement of whether the properties proposed to be
abandoned are suitable for other public purposes, including
roads or highways, other forms of mass transportation,
conservation, energy production or transmission or
recreation. If the applicant 1s aware of any restrniction on the
title to the property, including any reverstonary interest,
which would affect the transfer of title or the usc of
property for other than rail purposes, this shall be disclosed.

The nght of way may be suitable for use for other
public purposes such as a trail. On part of the properties
involved, title considerations may affect the conveyance of
the land for use other than railroad purposes Based on
information in our possession, the line does not contain
federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the
raillroad's possession will be made available promptly to
those requesting it.
IV.  Level of protection.

The interest of railroad employees will be protected by the

conditions imposed in Oregon Short Line RR Co. - Abandonment -

Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979)



\' Certification that the notice requircments of §§ 1152.50(d)(1) and
1105 11 have been met is attached.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Smith

Freeborn & Peters

311 S. Wacker Dr Suite 3000
Chicago, lllinois 60606-6677
Phone: (312) 360-6724

Fax (312) 360-6598

Date: August 8, 2007



VERIFICATION

STATE OF TEXAS )
COUNTY OF TARRANT ;ss

Susan Odom makes oath and says she is Manager, Network Strategy in the
Network Development department of BNSF Railway Company; that she has been
authorized by the Applicant to verify and file with the Surface Transportation Board the
forecgoing Notice of Exemption in AB-6 (Sub-No. 456X ); that she aftirms that the line
has had no local traffic in the prior two (2) ycars and that there is no overhead traffic to
be rerouted; that she has carefully examined all of the statcments in the Notice; that she
has knowledge of the facts and matters relied upon in the Notice; and that all

representations set forth therein arc true and correct to the best of her knowledge,

information, and belief.

% Odom

Manager, Network Strategy

Subscribed and sworn to before me the @ay of Jg,/7 . 2007.

Qe

Notary Public




BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
NO. AB-6 (Sub No 456X)

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that (1) no formal complaint filed by a uscr of rail service on this line (or
a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding ccssation of
service over the line is pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has been
decided in favor of a complainant within the last two (2) years; (2) service of noticc upon
the U.S. Depariment of the Interior, National Park Service, Recreation Park Service,
Land Resource Division; the Department of Defense, Military Traffic Management
Command; the California Public Utlihes Commission; the California Department of
Transportation; the Chief Projects Analyst at the Office of Planning and Research; and
the Chief Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agnculture was accomplished by mailing a
copy thereof on July 10, 2007, (3) the environmental and historic reports were serviced
upon the agencies identified in 49 C F.R. § 1105.7(b) and the State Historic Preservation
Offices on July 10, 2007; (4) scrvice of notice upon the State Clearinghouses was
accomplished by mailing a copy thercof on July 10, 2007; and (5) the publication
requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105 12 have been complied with, to wit: publication of

notice was accomplished on July 12, 2007 in The Prcss-Enterprise, affidavit of

publication is attached. 7 [/ ‘Ay :

Michael Smith

Freeborn & Pcters

311 S. Wacker Dr Suite 3000
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6677
Phone: (312) 360-6724

Fax: (312) 360-6598

Date: August 8, 2007



THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE

3512 Fourteenth Sireet
Riverside CA 92501-3878
951-684-1200
951-368-9018 FAX

PROOF OF PUBLICATION
{2010, 2015.5 C.C.P.)

Press-Enterpnse

PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF
Ad Desc NOI - Abandon Rail - Riverside

| am a ciizen of the United States | am over the age
of eighleen years and not a party to or interested In
the above entitied matter | am an authonzed repre-
sentalive of THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE, a newspa-
per of general circulation, pnnted and published daily
n the County of Riverside, and which newspaper has
been adjudicated a newspaper of general circulation
by the Supenor Court of the County of Riversids,
State of Calformia, under date of Apnl 25, 1952, Case
Number 54446, under date of March 29, 1957, Case
Number 65673 and under date of August 25, 1995,
Case Number 267864; that the notice, of which the
annexed Is a pnnted copy, has been published in said
newspaper in accordance with the instructions of the
person(s) requesting publication, and not in any sup-
plement thereof on the following dates, 1o wit

07-12-07

| Certfy (or declare) under penalty of perury that the
foregoing 1s true and comrecl

Date Jul 12, 2007
At Rwverside, Califormia

AT L

FREEBORN & PETERS

311 8 WACKER DR
SUITE 3000
CHICAGO IL 60606-6677

Ad # 8657590
PO #

Agency #

Ad Copy
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Abandonment of a line of Railroad
Between BNSF ES 0+ 00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Riverside, Califormia

Docket No AB-6

(Sub-No. 456X )

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

The following information 1s submutted to the Surface Transportation Board (*'Board”) by
BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) in accordance with the Board's reporting
requirements as sct forth 1n 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 for the purpose of assisting the Board's
preparation of an environmental document regarding BNSF's Notice of Exemption for
abandonment of 1ts line between ES 0 -+ 00 to ES 26 + 35 in Riverside, Riverside County,
California, a total distance of 0.50 miles.

(1) Proposed action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
Includc a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delincating the project.

BNSF seeks to abandon and discontinue service on the line. A map of the line is
attached as Exhibit A.

(2) Transportation system: Describe the effect of the proposed action on
regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic
(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action.

The proposed abandonment will have no affect on cxisting transportation systems

or patterns as the line 1s out of service and there 1s no overhead traffic to be rerouted.



(3) Land Use:

(i) Bascd on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or review of the official planning documents preparcd by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with cxisting land use plans. Describe
any 1nconsistencics.

BNSF believes the proposed cxemption will not be inconsistent
with local or regional land usc plans. BNSF is currently in negotiations
with the City of Riverside to purchase the right of way and the City of
Riverside has already purchased the adjacent property.

(n) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state
the effect of the proposed action on any pnme agriculture land.

BNSF belicves the proposed exemption will not affect any prime
agricultural land. The Natural Resources Conservation Service was
notified by letters dated December 19, 2006 and Apnl 10, 2007 but has
not yet responded. See Exhibit D.

(i1i) 1f any action affccts land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9

N/A

(1v) If the proposed action 13 abandonment, state whether or not the right-
of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10906 and explain
why.

BNSF does not know whether the right-of-way 1s suitable for
alternative public uses. The City of Riverside was notified by lctters dated
Deccember 19, 2006 and April 10, 2007. See Exhibit B. As of the datc of
this report, the City of Riverside has not responded to that inquiry. The

Riverside County was notified by letter dated December 19, 2006 and



Apnl 10, 2007. Scc Exhibit C. As of the date of this report, the Riverside
County has not responded to that inquiry.
(4) Energy:
(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy.
BNSF is not aware of any economically recoverable energy

resources along the line.

(ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

This abandonment and discontinuance will not adverscly affect
movement or recovery of recyclable commodities as the line 1s out of
service and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increasc or
dccrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

This abandonment will not result 1n an increase or decrease 1n
overall encrgy cfficiency as the Iine 1s out of service and there 1s no
overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(1v) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage
of more than:

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change 1n the energy
consumption and show the data and methodology uscd to arnve at the
figurc given.

There will be no diversions of traffic because the line 1s out

of service and the overhead traffic has been re-routed.

(5) Air:
(1) If the proposed action will result in cither.



(A). An increase 1n rail traffic of at least 100% (mcasured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any
segment of the line effected by the proposed, or

No.

(B). An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or

No.

(C). An average increase 1n truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road scgment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air cmissions.

The action will not involve an increase 1n truck traffic of
more than 10% or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment
as the line is out of service and there 1s no overhead traftic to be

rerouted.

(ii) If the proposed action affects a Class I or nonattainment area under the
Clean Air Act, and will result in either:

(A) An increasc in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three train a day on any
segment of rail line, or

(B) An increase 1n rail yard activity of at least 20% (mcasured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increasc in truck traffic or more than 10-% of the
average daily traffic of 50 vchicles a day on a given road segment, then
statc whether any expected incrcased emissions are within the parameters
established by State implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction
under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or in a case involving the
reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only the three
train a day threshold in this itcm shall apply.



The proposed abandonment will not result in an increase of
rail or truck traffic because the line is out of service and there 1s no
overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(1) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as mtrogen
oxide and from} 1s contemplatcd, identify: the matenals and quantity; the
frequency of servicc; safcty practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to dcal with accidental spills; and the hikelihood of an
accidcntal release of 0zone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

The proposed abandonment will not result in an increase of rail or
truck traffic because the line 1s out of service and there is no overhead

traffic to be rerouted.

(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(c) of this section arc
surpasscd, state whether the proposed action will cause:

(i) An incremental 1ncrease 1n noisc levels of three decibels Ldn or more,
N/A
(ii) An increase to a noise level of 76 dccibels Ldn or greater. If so,
1dentify sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the

noise increase for those receptors 1if the thresholds are surpassed.

N/A

(7) Safcty:
(i) Descnibe any effccts of the proposed action on public health and safety

(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).
This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or
public safcty. There is one public crossing and no private crossings on the

line.



During salvage operations on the line, if any may be required,
precautions will be taken to cnsurc public safety, and contractors will be
required to satisfy all applicable health and safety laws and regulations.
(ii) If hazardous matcrials arc cxpected to be transported, identify: the

materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the
cxtent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and accidental release of
hazardous materials

Abandonment will not result in transportation of hazardous
materials.

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, 1dentify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous matenals involved.

There is no evidence of known hazardous waste site or sites where there

have been known hazardous matenals spills on the right of way.

(8) Biological resources:
(1) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state

whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangercd or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.
BNSF believes the proposed exemption will not affect endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as critical habitat. The Munz’s Onion
(Allium munzu), the San Dicgo Ambrosia (Ambrosia pumila), the thread-lcaved
brodiaea (Brodiaea filifolia), the slender-horned spineflower (Dodecahema
leptoceras), the Santa Ana River woollystar (Eriastrum densifolium ssp.

Santorum), southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillu extimus), the lest

Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus), the Stevens’ kangaroo rat (Dipodomys



stephensi) and Delhi Sands flower-loving fly (Rhaphiomidas terminatus
abdominalis) are federally endangercd or threatened species that may occur in the
vicinity of the proposed abandonment. Sce Exhibits E, letter from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.

(1) State whether wildlife sanctuarics or refuges, National or State parks
or forests will be affected, and describe any cffects.

BNSF bclicves the proposed exemption will not affect wildlife sanctuanes
or rcfuges, National or Statc parks or forests. The California Department of Parks
and Recreation. See Exhibit F. The BLM has concluded that there 1s no federal
land or interest in land 1n Section 9 and that the proposed action will have no
effect on the BLM. Sce Exhibit G, letter from the Bureau of Land Management.
(9) Water:

(1) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether
the proposcd action is consistent with applicablc Federal, State or local water
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies,

BNSF believes that the proposed exemption will be consistent with
applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. The California
Regional Water Quality Control Board was notified by a letter dated
December 19, 2006. See Exhibit H, letter to the Califormia Regional Water
Quality Control Board.

(i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, statc
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are
required for the proposcd action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year
floodplains will be affected. Describe the cffects.

A Section 404 permit is not required. See Exhibit I, letter from the

U 8. Amy Corps of Enginecrs.



BNSF believes the proposed exemption will not affect the 100-
yecar floodplains The City of Riverside was notified by letters dated
December 19, 2006 and April 10, 2007. See Exhibit J. As of the date of
thts report, the City of Riverside has not responded directly to that inquiry.
(ii1) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clecan Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protcction
or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are required.
BNSF behieves Section 402 permits will be required for the
proposed action. On January 8, 2007 I talked with Michael Roth from the
California Regional Water Quality Control Board and he stated that if the
total arca of land to be disturbed in the proposed abandonment was lcss
than one acre, than no NPDES permit was necessary. If the total arca
exceeded one acre, than an NPDES permit was necessary. The arca of
proposed abandonment is approximately 52,700 squarc feet, which 1s
greater than one acre.
(10) Proposcd Mitigation: Describe any actions that arc proposed to mitigate
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropnate.
Any salvage operations that may result will be in accordance with BNSF's general
practice of requiring its pnivate contractors to comply with all fedcral, state and local laws
and regulations pertaining to the environment, including, but not limited to noise, air

quality, water quality, and 1tems of archacological sigmficance. The project itself should

mutigate the environmental cffects of reinstating active rail operations.



Respectfully Submitted,

I fer

Michael Smith

Freeborn & Peters

311 S. Wacker Dr. Suite 3000
Chicago, llino1s 60606-6677
Phone (312) 360-6724

Fax. (312) 360-6598

Date: August 8, 2007



BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Abandonment of a line of Railroad
Between BNSF ES 0 -~ 00 and ES 26 + 351n
Raverside, Califorma
Docket No. AB-6
(Sub-No. 456X )
HISTORICAL REPORT

The following is submitted to the Surfacc Transportation Board by The BNSF
Railway Company (BNSF) 1n accordancc with the Board's reporting requirements set
forth 1n 49 C.F R. § 1105.8 for the purposc of assisting the Board's environmental and
historical assessment regarding BNSF's Notice of Exemption to abandon its line of
rallroad between ES. 0 + 00 to ES 26 + 35 in Riverside, Riverside County, California. a
total distance of 0 50 mules.

(1) A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternatc map drawn to scale and sufticiently
detailcd to show buildings and other structures in the vicimity of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate
dimensions of the railroad structures that are 50 ycars old or older and are part of the
proposed action;

One copy of a U.S.G.S. Topographical map has been provided to the Califormia
Statc Office of Historic Preservation and one copy is being provided to the Surface
Transportation Board's Section of the Environmental Analysis upon filing of this Report.

(2) A wnitten description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to

the cxtent known) and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the
surrounding area:

The right of way proposed for abandonment 15 less than 1/2 mile in length (2635
feet) and just 20 fcet in width. It 1s located in an urban, light industrial area of Riverside,

California, the county seat of Riverside County. Riverside’s cstimated population 1n



2003 was 281,514 residents. The surrounding elevation 1s fairly even at approxmmately
827 feet above sea level

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding arca;

There arc no bridges or railroad structures that are 50 years or older 1n the
immediate area of the abandonment.

(4) The date(s) of construction of the structures, and the date(s) and extent of any
major alterations, to thc extent such information 1s known;

N/A

(5) A brief narrative history of carrier opcrations in the area, and an explanation
of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action:

Formerly known as thc Prenda Spur, the trackage once served a stone quarry and
several citrus packing houses. It was originally laid by Southern California Railway
Company in 1896-1898 SCR'’s property was sold to The Atchison, Topcka and Santa Fe
Railway Company in January 1906. ATSF merged with Burlington Northern Railroad
Company 1n 1996 to become The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company,
which the name was changed to BNSF Railway Company in January 2005.

Once abandoned, the night of way will be sold to the City of Riverside for a fire
dcpartment training facility.

(6) A bricf summary of documents 1n the carricr's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that 1s to be historic;

Documents in BNSF's posscssion concerning this abandonment may include

alignment maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps. Such documents are too



large for practical reproduction in this report, but can be furmshed upon request, if they
are available.

(7) An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
posscssion) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the critenia for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. § 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood
of archaeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the
project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the Statc
Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies or umversities);

To the best of BNSF's knowledge, the proposed abandonment should have no
appreciable effects on any known sites or properties listed, or eligible for histing in the
National Register of Historic Places. Two cultural resource studies involved a portion of
the project area, however, no cultural resources propertics or possiblc historical structures
or features are rccorded within the boundaries of the project area. See Exhibit K, Letter
from the Eastern Information Center. The Eastern Information Center further states that
the project arca should be surveyed systematically by a qualified archeologist to identify
all cultural resources and provide recommendations regarding their significance and
management prior to any development of the property.

(8) A description (based on readily availablc information 1n the railroad's
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental
conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archaeological
recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and
the surrounding terrain

BNSF is not aware of any known pnor subsurface ground disturbance or fill or

any other environmental conditions (naturally occurring or man-made) that might affect

the recovery of archacological resources.



Respectfully submitted,

y

Michacl Smith

Freeborn & Pcters

311 S, Wacker Dr. Suite 3000
Chicago, lllino1s 60606-6677
Phone: (312) 360-6724

Fax: (312) 360-6598

Datc: August 8, 2007



CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R.1105.7(c)

The BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") by and through 1ts authonized rcpresentative,
Michael Smith, certifies that on July 10, 2007, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing
Environmental and Historical Reports by first class mail to the following agencies:

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W,
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Janis Calleja

Information Officer

Eastern Information Center
Dcpartment of Anthropology
University of California
Riverside, CA 92521-0418

Bureau of Land Management
California State Office

2800 Cottage Way, Suite W-1834
Sacramento, CA 95825-1886

Amelia Vailuu

City of Riverside
3900 Main Strect
Riverside, CA 92522

Riverside Public Works Department
3900 Main Street
Riverside, CA 92522

Karen Goebel

Assistant Field Supervisor

United States Department of the Interior
Fish and Wildlife Services

Ecological Services

Carlsbad Fish & Wildlife Service

6010 Hidden Valley Road

Carlsbad, CA 92009

Milford Wayne Donaldson

State Historic Preservation Officer
California State Office of Historic
Preservation

1416 9th Strect, Room 1442-7
Sacramento, CA 95814

California Dept. of Parks and Recreation
1416 9th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Riverside County Board of Supervisors
4080 Lemon Strect, 12th Floor

County Executive Office

Riverside, CA 92501-3679

Frank Schiavonc
City Council Ward 4
3900 Main Street
Riverside, CA 92522

Chief, Division of Endangered Species
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Scrvice

911 NE 11th Ave

Portland, OR 97232

Califormia Department of Fish and Game
Habitat Conservation Planning Branch
1416 Ninth Street

Sacramento, California 95814



Natural Resources Conservation Service
Indio Service Center

82-901 Bliss

Indio, CA 92201-4355

Danicl Swenson

Senior Project Manager

South Coast Branch
Regulatory Division

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Los Angeles Distnict

P.O. Box 532711

Los Angeles CA 90053-2325

U S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 9

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA, 94105

Chief Projects Analyst

Office of Planning and Rescarch
P O. Box 3044

Sacramento. CA 95812-3044

California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94102-3298

Richard Snay

National Geodetic Survey
NOAA - SSMC3

1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Riverside Arca Office

4500 Glenwood Dr.

Riverside, CA 92501-3042

Michacl Roth

California Regional Water Quality
Control Board

3737 Main Street, Suite 500
Riverside, CA 92501-3348

Chuck Bell

State Conservationist

Natural Resources Conservation Service
430 G Street, #4164

Davis, CA 95616-4164

California Environmental Protection
Agency

PO Box 2815

Sacramento, California 95812-2815

California Department of Transportation
P O. Box 942873
Sacramento, CA 94273-0001

Regional Director

National Park Service

Pacific West Region

Onc Jackson Center

1111 Jackson Street, Suite 700
Ouakland, CA 94607



The required cover letters {pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1105.11) are attached hereto. BNSF has
consulted with all appropnate agencies 1n preparing the reports.

Gt

Michacl Smith

Freeborn & Peters

311 S. Wacker Dr. Suite 3000
Chicago, lllinois 60606-6677
Phone: (312) 360-6724

Fax. (312) 360-6598

Date: August 8, 2007
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Atioroep ol Law

351 Sosth Wacker Dove
Smrie 3000

{ bucago, himun

60606 6677

1el 312 360 6000

Brian Netlles
Parakepal

Daect 312 360 6336
1ax 312 360 6596
baeitles@
frechurapelers com

Chuago

Spngtield

Freeborn & Peters LLP
Apnl 10, 2007

Amelia Vailluu

City of Riverside
3900 Main Street
Riversude, CA 92522

Re: The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

IDear Ms Valluu

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface ‘Iransportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Exemption seeking authonty to abandon railroad hine between ES 0+ 00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California

As part ol the environmental report BNSI needs to know whether or not the proposed
action 15 consisient with local land use plans and of there are any alternate pubhe uses for
the corndor such as a recreational trl

‘The propuosed abandonment may include the removal of the rails and ties, including any
bridges. structures and crossigs. BNSF bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
paris of the track structure  Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into sccond
hand tics, landscape quahty tres and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropnate
site) The bndges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the 1ml hne embankment stay mtact <o as not 1o alter the prevathng water flows along
the line  Any brdge pilings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or
below the mud line  Stecl bridges are dismantled and removed If there are concrete
abutments or prers volved, they may be lefi intact  BNSF salvage contractors are
requircd not to place fills or other matenal in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors are also required 10 limnt therr activities to the width of the nght of way. When
the salvage process 1s complete, water flows in the area should not be disrupted

FFor your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced rairoad hne. If you
have any questions, or if you would hike to discuss this matier further, pleasc do not
hesiiate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you n advance for your cooperation



Freeborn & Peters LLP

Amelia Vailun
Apnl 10, 2007
Page 2

Sincercly,

==

Brian Netiles

/bn

Inclosure



Altorpeys st Law

311 Sowth Wackes Drive
Soite 3000

Chocapo, lhoos
60006-6677

1¢£312 360 6000

bras Neiths
Paraltgal

Duect 312 360 6336
Faz 312 360 6595

boetihs@
Greehormpeters.com

Spruoglield

Freeborn & Peters LLP
December 19, 2006

Frank Schiavone
City Counutl Ward 4
3900 Main Strect
Riversude, CA 92522

Re:  The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California
Dear Mr Schiavone

BNSI plans on filmg with the Suorface ‘Fransportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
lixemption secking authonty to abandon railroad linc between ES 0+ 00 and IiS 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California

As part of the environmental report BNSF nceds 1o know whether or not the proposed
action 1s consistent with local Jand use plans and 1f there are any alternate pubhce uses for
the corridor such as a recreational trail,

‘The proposed abundonment may mcelude the removal of the rails and ties, including any
bridges, structures and crossings. BNSF ids 1ts salvage packages out to independent
contractors. The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality tics and scrap tics (which are disposed of at an appropriate
sit¢) The bndges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last. Culverts
and the rin} hne embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevarhng waterflows along
the ine  Any bridge prlings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or
below the mud hine  Stecel bridges are dismantled and removed. If there are concrete
abutments or picrs involved, they inay be lelt intact. BNSF salvage contractors are
required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland watcrways
Confractors arc also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way. When
the salvage process 1s compleie, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference | have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. If you
have any guestions, or if you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate 1o contact me at (312) 360-6336

Thank you in advance for your cooperation



Freeborn & Peters L1.P

Frank Schiavone
December 19, 2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

7z, Jlhe=—

Brian Nettles

Enclosure






Atloroeys of Law

311 South Wacker Dnve
Suile 3000

{ hxcago, Hhnons
60606-6677

1el312 360 6000

Hran Nettles
Paralegal

I nrect 112 360 6336
1an 312360 65%
boeitles(@
fretborapelers com

Clhicago

Spainghield

Freeborn & Peters LLP
April 10, 2007

Riverside County Board of Supervisors
A080 1 cinon Street, 12th Floor

County Lxccutive Office

Riversude, CA 92501-3679

Re:  The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sir or Madam.

BNSF plans on filing with the Serface Transportahon Board ("STB") a Notice of
Excinption secking authority to abandon rmlroad line between ES 0 -+ 00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Riwverside. Cahforma

As part ol the environmental report BNSF needs 1o know whether or not the proposed
achon 1s consistent with local land use plans and af there are any alternate pubhic uses for
the camdor such as a recreabional tral.

‘I he proposed abundonment may include the removal of the rals and hes, including any
bridges, structures and crossmygs. BNSF bids its salvapge packages out 1o independent
contractors. 'he winming bidder wall start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure  Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quahty ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropniate
site} The bridges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the rail hine embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevaihing, water flows along
the ine  Any bndge pihngs are pulled out, cut off at ground Ievel or broken off ot or
betow the mud hne  Steel bndges are dismantled and removed H there are conerete
abutments or piers invelved, they may be lefl intact  BNSF salvage contraciors are
required not to place fills or other matenal in water bodies, includmg inland waterways
Contractors arc also required to imit their achivities 10 the wadth of the night of way. When
the salvage process is complete, water flows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your rclerence 1 have enclosed 2 map of the above referenced railroad hne.  If you
have any questions, or if you would hke to discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation



Riverside County Board of Supervisors
Apnl 10, 2007

Papa 2

Sincerely,

=

Bnan Nettles

/bn

Enclowre

Freeborn & Peters LLP



Atloraeys at Law

111 Soulh Wacker Drive
saxie 3000

Jncago, Ilinoss
Y0b06-66T7

Tel 312 3606000

112 Neliles
Samnlepal

Jurect 312 360 6336
“ax J12.360 6596
wetiles@
recborapeters com

Ldreago

Springlicid

Freeborn & Peters LLP
December 19, 20006

Riverside County Board of Supervisors
4080 Lemon Street, 12th Floor

County Exccutive Office

Riverside, CA 92501-3679

Re:  The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California
Dear Sir or Madam:

BNSF plans on filing with thc Surfacc Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Exemption sccking authority to abandon railroad Iine between ES 0+ 00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California.

As part of the environmental report BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed
action is consistent with local land usc plans and 1f there are any alternate public uses for
the corndor such as a recreational trail.

The proposcd abandonment may include the removal of the rmls and ties, including any
bridges, structures and crossings. BNSF bids its salvage packages out to independent
contractors, The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure. Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality tics and scrap ties (which arc disposed of at an appropriate
site). ‘The bnidges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed Jast Culverts
and the rail line embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevaiing waterflows along
the line. Any bnidge pihings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or
below the mud Iine. Steel bndges are dismantled and removed. If there are concrete
abutments or picrs involved, they may be left intact  BNSF salvage contractors arc
required not to place fills or other matertal in water bodics, including infand watcrways.
Conlractors are also required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way. When
the salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad hine. If you
have any questions, or if you would like to discuss this matter further, please do not
hesitate 1o contact me at (312) 360-6336.

'Fhank you in advance for your cooperation.



Riverside County Board of Supervisors
Necember 19, 2006
Page 2

Sincercly,

A foms—

Brian Nettles

/bn

Fnclosure

Freeborn & Peters LLP






Atiorzeys ol [ aw

311 South Wacker Drive
Suite 3000

U bhicapo, Jimuis

60606 6677

Tel 312 360 6000

Hnap Netlles
Paralegal

rect 312 360 6336
Fax 312 360 65%6

boetikes@

f1ceboropeters com

(hicago

Springlicld

Freeborn & Peters LLP
Apnl 10,2007

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Riversude Area Qlfree

4500 Glenwaood Dr

Riverssde, Ca 923(11-3042

Re:  The BNSF Ravway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California
Dear Sir or Madam

BNSI plims on fihng with the Surface Transportation Board (*STB") a Nolhice of
Fxemption secking avthonty to abandon ralroad e between I'S 0+ 00 and ES 26 1 35 1n
Riverside, Califormia

As parl of the environmental report BNSF needs 1o know whether or not the proposed
abandonment will have any effect on prime agnculturad Jands

The proposed abandonment may include the removal of the rails and bes, indueding any
bridges, structures and crossimgs. BNSEF bids 11s salvage package s out to independent
contractors  The winmng hidder wall stait work wiath the removal of the rals and metal
parts of the track structure  Next the wooden ties are removed and separated mto second
hand ties, landseape quality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of al an appropnate
sie). The bndges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the rind line embankment stay mtact so as not to alter the prevaling water {lows along
the lme  Any bndge phings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or
helow the mud hine. Steel bridges are dismantied and removed 1 there are conerete
abulme s or picrs imvoelved, they may be el intact BNSE salvage contradtors are
required nol to place fills or other matersal mowater bodies, imcluding inland waterways
Contractors are also required to limit their activities to the width of the nght of way When
the salvage process 18 complete, water Hlows i the area shoubd not be disrupted

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above reterenced railroad line.  Please
provide this information by May 10, 2007 1t you have any questions, or if you would hke
to discuss this matier further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.



Freeborn & Peters 11.P

Natural Resources Coynservation Service
Al 10, 2007
Pape 2

Smcerely,

=z

[3rian Nettles

/bn
Enclosure



Atloroeys ot Law

311 Sooik Wacker Dove
Suiie 3000

Chicago, 1linon

60606 6677

1¢1312 360 6000

Brian Neitles
Paralegal

Intect 312 360 6336
Fax 312 360 6596

boeiiles(a)
[recbornpeters com

{hscapo

Sprisgheld

Freeborn & Peters LLP
December 19, 2006

Natural Resources Conservation Scrvice
Indio Service Center

8§2-901 Bliss

Indio, CA 92201-4355

Re:  The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California
Dear Sir or Madan

BNSF plans on fihng with the Surface ‘Transportation Board ("STB") a Nouce of
lixemption seeking authonty to abandon railroad hne between ES 0+ (00 and ES 26 + 35 in
Riverside, California

As part of the environmental report BNSF needs 1o know whether or not the proposed
abandonment will have imy cficot on prime agricultur lands

‘The proposed abandonment may include the removal of the rutls and ties, including any
brdges, structures and crossings BNSF bids ats salvage packages out to independent
contractors ‘The wainming bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure  Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropriate
sitc). The bndges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the ratl Iine embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevairling waterflows along
the Itne. Any bridge pihings are pulled vut, cut ofl at ground level or broken off at or
below the mud Iine. Steel bridges are dismantled and removed  [F there are conerete
abutments or picrs involved, they may be lefl intact. BNSF salvage contractors are
required not 1o place fills or other matental in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors are also required to limit their activities 1o the width of the night of way When
the salvage process 1s complete, waterflows in the arca should not be disrupted.

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced rmlroad hne. Please
provide this information by January 19, 2007. If you have any questions, or if you would
like to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

‘Thank you in advance for your cooperation.



Natural Resources Conservahion Service
December 19, 2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

Bnan Nelttles

/on

Enclosure

Freeborn & Peters LLP






United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLI'E SFRVICE
I cological Services
Carlsbad Frsh amd Wildhie Oltie
6010 Hidden Valley Road
Carlshad, Calitorna Y201

In Reply Refer 1o
FWS-WRIV- 5202 |

Brian Nettles APR 18 2007
Freeborn & Peters LI P

311 South Wacker Drive

Suite 3000

Chicago, Hlinois 60606-0677

Subj  Spccies List for the BNSF Railway Company, City of Riverside, Riverside County,
Califormia

Dear Mr Nettles

I s letter 1s tn response to your written request, received on Apnl 12, 2007, for information on
federally endangered, threatened, proposed. and candidate species that oceur in the vicimty of the
propased railway abandonment project located south of Intersiate 91, parallel to Jefferson
Avenue and bisecting Lincoln Avenue mn the City of Riverside, Riverside County, Cahfforma  To
assist you n cvaluating the potental occurrence of federally hsted endungered, threatened,
proposed, and candhdate species that may oceur in the viciity of the area klentified, we are
providing the enclosed hst

Section 7 of the Fidangored Speaes Act of 1973 (Adt), as amended (16 U S C 15331 ¢ seq ),
requires Federal agencics 1o consult with us, the US Fish and Wildhife Service, shoudd it be
determined that their actions may affect federally hsted threatened or endangered species

Section 9 of the Act prohibits the “take” (¢ g.. harm, harassinent, pursuit, injury, kill) of tederally
listed wildlife. “*Harm™ 15 further defined to mclude habitat modification or degradation where 1t
kills or injurcs wildhife by unp.aunng essential behavioral pattems including breedmy, iceding, or
sheltenng  Take mendental to otherwise tawful activaties ¢an be authornized under sections 7
(F-cderal consultations) and 10 (habitat conservation plans) of the Act

If a proposed project 1s authonzed, funded, or carned out by a Federal agency and may afiect a
listed species, then the I ederal agency must consult with us on behatf of the apphceant, pursuant
to section 7 of the Act  In other words, any activity on privaie land that requires Federal
involvement (such as the issuance of a section 404 permit under the Clean Water Act by the U S
Army Corps of Engimeeis) and may affect listed species must be reviewed by us to ensure that
the continued exsstence of the specics would not be jeopardized  Duning the section 7 process,
measures to avord and mmimize project effeets wo histed species and their habitat will be
wlentificd and incorporated into a hiological opinron that includes an incidental take statement
that authorizes mcexdental take by the Federal agency and appheant

TAKE PRIDE’ o
INAM ERICA$



Brian Neittles (FWS-WRIV-5202.1) 2

If a proposed project does nol involve a Federal agency, but 1s likely to result in the take of a
lhisted ammal species, then the landowner or project proponent should apply for an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10 of the Act  When an apphcation 1s made for an incrdental take
permit, measurcs to avord, mimimize, or mitigate for cticcts to hsted species and their habiat will
be identified and incorporated inte a habitat conservation plan. if the habitat conservation plan
and the apphication for the pennit meet the 1ssuance crilena, a permit authonzing incidental take
is 1ssued

We do not have site-specific information for the project arca. Therefore, we recommend that
project proponents seck assistance from a biologist familiar wath the habitat conditions and
associated specics 1n and around their project site to assess the actual potential for direct, indirect
and cumulative impacts hikely to result from the proposed activity

We also recommend that you contact the Cahforma Department of Fish and Game for State-
histed and other sensitive species that may oceur m the arca of the project  State histed species are
protected under the provisions of the Califormia Endangered Species Act - Rare plant species that
may oceur i the project arca aie included in the Califorma Native Plant Society’s (CNPS)
inventory of rare and endangered vascular plants in Caldfoina - State-histed and CNPS species
require Jull conssderation under the Cahforma Environmental Quahty Act.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Kathlecn Pollett of this office at
(760) 431-944(), extension 357

Sueerely,

.

{r. Karen A Goebel
Assistant Neld Supervisor



Brian Nettles (FWS-WRIV-5202.1)

Federally Endangered, Threatened, Proposed, and Candidate Species and Critiecal
Habitat that May Occur in the Vicinity of the Proposcd BNSF Railway, Railway
Abandonment Project, City of Riverside, Riverside County, California

April 16, 2007

Common Name

Scientific Name

Federal Status

Critical Habitat
in Vicinity

Plants
Munz's onion
San Diego Ambrosia

thread-leaved brodiaca

slender-homed spineflower

Santa Ana River woolly-
star

Birds

southwestern wallow
flycatcher

least Bell's virca
Mammuals

Stevens” kangaroa ral
Insecty

Dethi Sands flower-loving
fly

* N/A = Not Applicablc

Allrum munzn
Ambrosia pumila
Brodiaca filifohu
Daodecahema leptoceras

Erwastrum densyfolium ssp
sandtorum

Empidonax tradin cxtimus

Vuco bellu pusilins

Iiperdomy s stcphensi

Rhaphiomudas terminatus
abdominals

cndangered
endangered
threatened

cndangered

cidangered

endangered

endangered

endangered

endangered

none

N/A*
none

N/A

N/A

naomne

nonc

N/A

N/A






Altorneys af Law

311 South Wacker Dnive
Sunie Y000

{ hscagn, Hhsos
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Tel 312 300 6000

Hiran MNritles
Faralegal

Parect 317 360 6376
123 312 360 6590
hoettles@!
frechurnpeters com

Chiwago

Spriogheld

Freeborn & Peters LLP
Apnl 10, 2007

Cahionna Dept. of Parks and Recreation
1416 9th Sirecd
Sacramento, CA 93814

Re:  The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Sir or Madim

BNSI plans on fihng with the Surlace Transportation Board ("SEB") a Notice of
I'xemption sceking authonty to abandon rinlroad hne between ES 04 00 and FS 26 4 35 1
Riverside, Cahforma

As part of the envirenmental report BNST needs 10 know whethor or not thee are any
wildhfe sanchumes or refuges, National or State parks or forests m the proposed project
nnpacl arcaand o so, what effects would oceur as a result of the abandoament

The pruposed abandonment may include the removal of the rinds and ties, mcduding any
bridges, structures and crossimgs BNSE bids its salvage packages out to independemt
contractors The winning bidder will start work wath the removal of the rasls and metal
parts of the track structure  Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
handt ties, landscape guahty ties and scrap hes (which are disposed of at an appropnate
site) The bndges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
andt the rnk hme ainbankment stay miact so as not to alter the previnling water flows along
the line  Any bnidge pihings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or
below the mud Ime Stedd bridges are dismantled and removed  H there are concrete
abutments or piers mvolved, they may be IeR mtact. BNSF salvage contiadtors are
required not 1o place (ils or other matenal m water bodhes, mcluding inland waterways
Contractors are also required to hmiat their activities to the width of the nght of way  When
the salvage process i complete, waler flows in the area should not be disrupted.

Please provide this informatien by May 10, 2007, ‘Thank you for your coopuration
For your reference | have enclosed a map ol the above referenced rmlroad hne. 1 you
have any guestions, or if you would hke to discuss this matter further, please do nut

hesitate to contact me af (312) 360-6336

T hank you in advance for your cooperation.



Cabforma Dept of Parks and Recreation
Apnl 10, 2007
Pape 2

Sincerely,

ZA

Brian Nettles

/imn
L losure

Freeborn & Peters 11p
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311 South Wacker Umive
Swite 3000

Chicago, Hlmens

60606 6677

Jel1312 360 6000

Brian Nettles
Patalegal

Derect 352 360 6336
Faz 317 360 6596

boeltles@
{iesbornpeters com

Clxago

Sprioglield

Freeborn & Peters LLP

December 19, 20006

Califormia Dept. of Parks and Recreation
1416 9th Sircet
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California
Dear Sir or Madam

BNSF plans on filimg with the Surface ‘Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of
Excmption secking authority 1o abandon railroad linc between ES 0+ 00 and ES 26 + 35 1n
Riverside, Cahforma.

As part of the eavironmental report BNSE needs to know whether or not there are any
wildhife sanctuanes or refuges, National or State parks or forests in the proposed project
impuct arca and 1f so, what effects would occur as a result of the abandonment.

The prupused abandomnent may include the removal of the rails and ties, including any
bridges, structures and crossings. BNSF nds its salvage packages out to independent
contractors  The winning lidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure. Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape guality ties and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropriate
site). The bndges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the raal ine embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevailing waterflows along
the line  Any bridge pilings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken oft at or
below the mud Ime Steel bndges are dismantled and removed 1 there are concrete
abutmenis or picrs mvolved, they may be efl intact  BNSF salvage contractors are
required nut o place tills or other matenal in water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contractors are also required to limnt ther activities 1o the width of the night of way. When
the salvage process 1s complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

Please provide this information by January 19, 2007. Thank you for your cooperation.
For your rcference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. If you
have any questions, or 1if you would hke to discuss this matter further, please do not

hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.



California Dept. of Parks and Recreation
December 19, 2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

Brian Nettles

/bn

Enclosure

Freeborn & Peters 1LP
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United States Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management
690 W Gamet Ave , PO Box 581260
North Palm Springs, CA 92258-1260
Phone {760) 2514804 Fax {760) 2511899

hup  www blngov ca palosptings

July 20, 2007

In Reply Refer To
2000 (P)
{CA-660 67)

I'rechomn & Peters. LLP

Attn Michacl A. Smith

311 South Wacker Dmve
Suite 3000

Chicago, lllinois 60606-6677

Subject. The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, Californa
Mr Smuth:

The Burcau of Land Management (BI.M) has received your Environmental and
Historic Reports relating to the proposed BNSF Railway Abandonment, as well as
your letter requesting that BLM review the information 1n these reports.

From the maps you havc provided, it is our understanding that BNSF proposcs lo
abandon a spur linc located 1n Section 9, T 3 S.,R. 5 W.,, SBBM Afler checking our
official records. which consist of our Master Title Plats, llistorical Indices. and
Legacy Rehost 2000 (LR 2000) databasc, we have confirmed that Section 9 was
conveyed out of federal ownership on 7/15/1870, as part of Cash Entry Patent N\o
2234 The Railroad spur was imihally built in 1896-1898 (see page 2 of the Hislonical
Report). Addionally, LR 2000 has no case files for Scction 9. Therefore, the BLM
has concluded that there 1s no federal land or interest in fand in Scction 9 and that the
proposed action will have no effect on the BLM

Enclosed is a copy of the Master Title Plat lor T. 3 S.. R. 5 W, SBBM. including
Section 9, and a copy of the Historical Index for this township.  If you have additional
questions concerning this matter, please contact Allison Shaffer, Realty Speciahist at
(760) 251-4804
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Allorssys sl Law

31) South Wackes Dryve
sone 3000

Chicago, Jhnon
0606-6677

Tel 312 360 6000

Brian Netthkes
Paralegal

Inreci 312360 6336
Fax 312 360 6596

bouitles@
[reeborapeters com

(hucago

Sprusgloeld

_ Freeborn & Peters L1P
December 19, 2006

Michael Roth

California Regional Water Quality Control
Board

3737 Main Street, Suite 500

Riverside, CA 92501-3348

Re:  The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California

Dear Mr. Ruth

BNSF plans on [iling with the Surface ‘Transportabion Board ("STB") a Notice of

Excmption secking authority to abandon railroad hine between ES 04 00 and ES 26 + 35 m
Riverside, Cahifornia

As part of the environmental report, BNSE needs 1o know whether or not thss action will
be consistent wath Federal, State or local water quahity standards  Also, pleasc state
whether or not Scection 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
C*'NPDES™) are required as a result of the proposed abandonment

‘The propused abandonment may include the removal of the rails and ties, including any
bridges, structurcs and crossings BNSF bids s salvage packages out 10 independent
contractors  The wimning bidder will start work with the removal of the raals and metal
paris of the track structure  Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into second
hand ties, landscape quahly hies and scrap ties (which are disposed of al an appropnate
sile) ‘The bndges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed last Culverts
and the ran] hne embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevailing waterflows along
the Ine. Any bndge pilings are pulled o, cut off at ground level ur broken off at or
below the mud hine  Steel bridges arc dismantled and removed. If there are concrete
abutments or prers nvolved, they may be left intact. BNSF salvage contractors are
required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, mcluding inland waterways.
Contractors are also required 10 limit their activities to the width of the right of way. When
the salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Pleasc
provide this information by January 19, 2007 If you have any qucstions, or if you would
like 1o discuss this matter [urther, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-63306.

Thank you i advance jor your cooperation



Michac] Roth
December 19, 2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

2T —

Brian Nettles

/bn
Enclosure

Freeborn & Peters 1.1L.P






DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
LOS ANGELES DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P O BOX 532711
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90053-2325

REPLY 10
ATIFNTION OF Apnl 3, 2007

Office of the Chref

Regulatory Division

Brian Nettles

Frecborn & Peters LLDP

311 Svuth Wacker Drive
Chicago, lllinuns 60606-6627

Dear Mr. Neltles-

Reference 1s made Lo your Jetter (No SI'L-200°-339-FRY), dated Liecember 19, 2006, for o
Junisdictrional determimation along BNST ratlroad Lo 1S 0 +00 and LS 26 + 3510 the ey of
Riverside, Riverside County, Californta (as shown on enclosed map)

Based on the information furnsshed m your letter, we have deternuned that your
proposed projedt does not discharge dredged or il materal into o water of the United States or
an adjacent wetland. Therefore, the project 1s not subject to our junsdichion under Sechion H4
of the Clean Water Act and a Section 404 permut 1s not required from our office

Furthermore, you are hereby advised that the Corps of Engineers has established an
Administrative Appeal Process for junsdictional deternunations which is fully described at 13
CFR Part 331 The Admunistrative Appeal Process for junisdictional determinations 1s
diagrammed on the enddosed Appendix C 10y ou decnde not o aceept this approved
jurisdsc ional determination and wish to prov e new imfonmation, please send the information
to this office Il you do not supply additional mformation you may appeal this approved
junisdicional determumation by completing, the attached *Nuotification of Administrative Appeal
Options and Process and Request for Appeal” form and submutting il directly 1o the Appeal
Review Officer at the address provided on the furm

Please be aware that our determmation does not preciude the need to comply with
Section 13260 of the Califormia Water Code (Porter/Cologne) and we recommend that you
contac t the Cahifornia Regional Water Quahity Control Board to insure comphance with the
above regulations  Furthermore, our determination does not obviate the need to obtain other
Federal, state, or local authorizations required by law

If you have any questions, please contact Forrest Vanderbilt at 213-452-3289

Sincerely, -
AL . //ﬁ'

Daniel I’ Swenson
Semor Project Manager
South Coast Branch
Regulatory Division

-

— e ———
-
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ANTSEER
7&{‘13_‘3‘%

Dalc Apnt 3, 2007

“Sce Scchion below

INIT IAL PROFFERED PERMIT (Sundard Permit o § etier ufpt mussion)

PROFFERED PERMIT (Standard Pernut or 1etier of pt‘rmhsmn)

PERMIT DENIAL
X APPROVI"])JURISIJ](‘H(JNAL DETERMINATION

e Hel bl =] g

PRELIMINARY .IURlSDl(" 110NAL DETERMINATION

"' 100 Jﬁf’»w I u:', StAHp Ry B L
?Lffu-"%iﬁm e T Mfﬂ{jg‘”*’ e
: INITIAL PROFFERED PERMIT. You may accept or ohjext to |hc pernut

s ACCEPT I youiecencd a Standard Pernut, you may sigh the pernmt document and return 1 to the district engineer for fina)
authonizatton IF you received a Letter of Penmission (1 OP), you may aceept the [ OP and your work 1s authonized  Your
signature on the Standand Permnl or acceptance of the LOJ* means 1hat you accept the pesnut in s ennieety. and waive all nghts
to appeal the permt. e huding tis terms and condinoms, and approsd junsdicnonal deotenmmations associated with the pernn

L)

o  ORIFCT If you object 1o the pennmt {Standand or 1O becanse of certan renms amd conditions therem, vou may reguest that
the permut be miodified accondingly You muost complete Section 1 of this forg and retonn the {orm o the distinct engieer
Your objections must be recen ed by the distiet enginecr within 6t days of the date of this notice, or you will furfue your nghi
o appeal the pernmt m the future Tipon recept of your letter, the disticd engineer will evaluate vour objections and may  (a)
modify the permn to address all of your concamns, (b)Y madidy the poomt o addross some of you vhyecnons, o {0 not modily
the penmt having determined that the permit should be issued as previously wiitten Alter exvalnating your ebjections the
thstrict engineer wall send you a profiered pernat fur your reconsideration. as indicated m Section B below

B. PROFFERED PERMI L. You m.iy-.'n-cwpt o1 appeal the permt

e  ACCEPT If you recened o Standard Permut, you may sign the permit doumiment and rewrn o 10 the distnict engmeer for final
awthonzation If you recenved a Letter of Permassion (1 OF), you may aceept the [OP and yom wonk s amhonzed - Your
sygnature on the Standard Pernut or sceeptance of the LOP moans that vou accept the permt i ats entaety, and wainve all nghis
1o appeal the permut. inclwdmg its terns amd condions and approved poarsds gonal detenmmations assocated with the pernmt

o APPLAL. M you choose to dedime the profierad permat CStamdard o1 FOP) hecans of certam terms and conditions therem, yon
may appeal the dechined pernut under the € orps of Fogmeers Adnomstrative Appeal Process by completing Secnon 1 of thrs
form and sending the form to the division engineer s torm muost be recened by the divsion engmear watlnn 00 days of the
tlate of this nonice

'C PERMIT DENIAL Y II:l-l}' appeal the denal of p\'mnl-mulcl the € orps of Engn;cc:rs-:\dmlmslmlwc Appeal Process
by completng Section I1 of this form and sending the furm to the division engineer - This form must be recened hy the division
engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice

D APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINALION \:;l-nuy aceept or appeal the .:ppruv\:tm)-m: provide new |

information

s  ACCTPT You do not need to nonfy the Corps to aceepi an approved J1) - Fatlure to notsly the Corps withim 60 days, of the
date of this notice. 1neans that you accept the appioved JIY m ity entirety, and wan e all nghts to appeal the approved D
*  APPEAL II you dhsagree with the approved J1), yon may appeal the approved JI under the Corps ol Engmeers Admnustrative

Appeal Process by completing Section 1 of this forin and sending (he form no the division engineer  This form must be received
by the division engineer wathyn 60 days of the date of this notx e

F PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINA LION  You do not need 1o respond o the € ops regarding the
prehmmary 1D The Prelinanary DY s not appealable 1 you wish, you may reguest an approsed J1 (which may be appealed), by

contacting the Corps distit for further mstrction Also you may provide new mtormation fin further considesation by the Corps 1o
rees alzate the JD




REA‘;ON FOR APPI ALOR OBJECTIONS (Dcscnbv. YOUT Teasons fur 1[;p:;hng the dcc:smn or your 0!;]1'(?“0[1. to an

mitial proffered permut 1n clear concise sixtements  You may attach adihttonal imformation to this form to clanfy where your reasans
or objections are addressed in the admimstiative record )

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION The appeal 1s hrmited to a review of the admsmsuative record, the Corps memoranduin for the
record of the appeal conlerent ¢ or meenng, and any supplemental mformation that the review officer has determened 1s needed 10
clauty the adnumstrauve revond  Nerther the appellant nor the Corps may add new information or analyses ta the reconl  However,

e

lfvnu have quctmnm ™ Ld!(llllj_’ thas deaision amb/or the .lppc.!l
Process yinl may contact

DISTRICT LNGINLLER

Los Angeles Dhstrict, Corps of Iingineers
ATIN Chef, Regulatory Branch

P O Box 532711

Loy Angeles, CA 90053-2325

Tel. (213)452-3425 FAX(21%) 452-4190

rovide addional inlaemanion (o canly the location ol informauon that s alieady m the adpumisiratiy e recorsd

FORMATTION: BRI o 2B Snts

I you only have questions regarding the appeal process you may
also contact

Douglas R Pormncioy, Appeal Review Uthice
US Anny Corps of Fngineers, CLSPD-1.1-C 0
333 Market Sireet

San Francisco, CA 94015-2195

Tel (415)977-R035 FAX (415)977-8047

RIGHT OF ENTRY Your signature below g grants the night of entry to C orps of Lngincers personnel, and any government
consultants, 1o vonduct snvestigations of the project sie durimg the course of the appeal process  You will be provided a 15 day
notice of any site mvestipation, and will have the oppurtunity to participate 1n all site investigations

Signaturc of appcllant or agent.

Datc- 'I:Elcphc;n_c- numnber-




Administrative Appeal Process for
Approved Jurisdictional Determinations

Dislnci 1ssues approved
P  Junsdictional Determunation (JD)
Io apphcantiandowner wilh NAP

Approvad JD vahd
for 5 years Yes

Does applicantAandowner
accepl approved JD?

Max 60
ays
sin 24
Dﬁm:im";:;‘jnnp v Applicanttandowner
provides new information?
Apphcant decides to appeal approved 1D
Applicant submits RFA to dimsion ecngineer
within 80 days of date of NAP
Corps 1eviews RFA and notihes
appelant within 30 days of receipt
To continue with appeal
process appellant must
revise RFA Is RFA acceptable?
aee Appendix D
Optonal JD Appeals Meebng and/or
Pt site mvestgation
RO reviews record and the division engineer Max 90
(or designee) renders a decision on the mernts days
of the appeal within 90 days of receipd of an
acceplable RFA

Dimsion engineer of designee
remands decision to disinct
with spectfic instructions for
reconsideralion appeal
process completed

Does the appeal have meit?

Dustnct's decision 1s uphetd
appeal process completed

Appendix C
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Freeborn & Peters 11P
Dccember 19, 2006

Riverside Public Works Department
3900 Main Strect
Riverside, CA 92522

Re:  The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California
Dear Sir or Madam.

BNSF plans on filing with the Surface Transportaton Board ("S1B") a Nobce of
EExemption seeking authonty to abandon railroad line between ES 0 1 00 and ES 26 + 35 n
Riverside, California

As part of the envireniental report BNSE needs 1o know 1f the proposed abandonment will
affect any 100-ycar floodplains. If so, pleasc furnish 8 & % by 11 black and white maps in
the area of each designated floodplain if they are available

I'he propused abandonment may include the removal of the rails and ties, incluwding any
bridges, structures and crossings. BNSF bids its salvage packages out 1o independent
contractors. The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rails and metal
parts of the track structure. Next the wooden ties are removed and separated into sccond
hand ties, landscape quality tics and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropriate
site) The bndges and crossings as well as any other structares are removed last Culverts
and the rail hine embankment stay intact so as not (o alter the prevailing waterllows along,
the linc. Any bndge pilings arc pulled out, cut off al ground level or broken off at or below
the mud hne. Steel bndges are dismantled and removed. If there are concrete abutments or
piers mvolved, they may be left intact  BNSF salvage contractors are required not to place
fills or other matenal in water bodics, including inland waterways. Contraclors are also
required to limat their activities to the width of the right of way When the salvage process
1s complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted.

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad hine. Please
provide this information by January 19, 2007. If you have any questions, or if you would
like 10 discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you i advance for your cooperation.



Riverside Public Works Department
December 19, 2006
Page 2

Sincerely,

Z A —

Brian Nettles

/bn
I'nclosute

Freeborn & Peters LLP



Alteroeys at Law

311 Soeth Wacker Drive
Soile 3000

hcapo, lhivon

60606 6677

1el 312 360 6000

Brisn Netiles
Parakpal

Dhrect 312 960 6336
1 2x 312 360 65%
boetttestad
freebornpetens com

Crage

Sproghield

Freeborn & Pelers LLpP
Apnl 10, 2007

Riverside Public Works Department
3900 Muin Streat
Riverside. CA 92522

Re:  The BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of Riverside, California
Dear Sir or Madam

BNSF plans on fihng with the Surlace ‘lransportation Board ("STB™) a Notice of
Exemption seeking authonty to abandon rmlroad hine between ES 0+ 00 and ES 26 + 35 1n
Riversude, Cabforma

As part ol the environmental report BNSE needs 1o know af the proposed abandonment
will aflet any HO-year Hloodpliins I so. please furnssh 8 & "2 by 11 black and white
maps m the area of cach designated floodplam if they are avalable

The proposed abandonment may mclude the removal of the risls and ties, including any
bndges, structures and wrossings BNSF buds its salvage packages out to independent
contractors The winning bidder will start work with the removal of the rals and metal
parts of the truck structure  Next the wooden tics are removed and separated mto second
hand ties. landscape quabty tres and scrap ties (which are disposed of at an appropnate
site) The bndges and crossings as well as any other structures are removed Jast. Cuolverts
and the rnl hne embimkment stay intact so as not to alter the previhing, water flows along
the inc  Any bndge pilings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or
below the mud hine. Steel bndges are dismantled and removed  1f there are concrete
abutments or prers imvolved, they may be leftintact. BNSE salvage cuntractors are
required not to place fills or other matenal m water bodies, including inland waterways.
Contraclors are also required to imit their activitics to the widih of the nght of way. When
the salvage process is complete, water flows in the area should not be dhsrupted

For your reference | have enclosed a map of the above referenced ralroad hine. Please
provide this information by May 10, 2007. If you have any questions, or 1f you would like

to discuss thrs matter further, plcase do not hesitate to contact me at (312) 360-6336.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation



Freeborn & Peters LLP

Riversude Public Works Department
April 19, 2007
Page 2

Sincercly, .z

Rrian Nettles

/on

Fndlosme






PyfaceEASTERN INFORMATION CENTER

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL RESOURCES INFORMATION SYSTEM
Department of Anthropology, University of California, Riverside, CA 92521-0418
(951) B27-5745 - Fax (951) 827-5409 - eickw®ucr edu
Inyo, Mono, and Riverside Counties

April 12, 2007

RS #3925
Brian Nettles
Freeborn and Peters LLP
311 South Wacker Drive, Suite 3000
Chicago, IL 60606-6677
Re: Cultural Resource Records Search for The BNSF Railway Company

Abandonment of Riverside, California
Dear Mr. Nettles:

We received your request on March 12, 2007 (and payment on April 11, 2007) for a
cultural resource records search for the BNSF Railway Company Abandonment of
Riverside, California project, located in Section 9, T.35, R.5W, SBBM, in the city of
Riverside in Riverside County. We have reviewed our maps, records, and reports
against the project area defined on the map you provided.

Our records indicate that two cultural resources studies involved a portion of the
project area, however, no cultural resources properties are recorded within the
boundaries of the project area.

Additional sources of information consulted are identified below.

National Register of Historic Places: no listed properties are located
within the boundaries of the project area.

Office of Historic Preservation, Archaeological Determinations of
Eligibility: no listed sites are located within the boundaries of the
project area.

Office of Historic Preservation, Directory of Properties in the Historic
Property Data File: no listed properties are located within the
boundaries of the project area.



Brian Nettles
April 12, 2007
Page 2

Note: not all properties in the Califorma Historical Resources
Information System are histed in the OHP ADOE and HPD,; the ADOE
and HPD comprise lists of properties submitted to the OHP for review.

The 1942 USGS Riverside 15' and the 1901 USGS Elsinore 30'
topographic maps do not indicate the presence of possible historical
structures or features within the boundaries of the project area.

Based on the information reviewed, cultural resources may be present within the
boundaries of the project area and further study is recommended. The project area
should be surveyed systematically by a qualfied archaeologist to identify all cultural
resources and provide recommendations regarding their significance and management
prior to any development of the property. Enclosed is a list of cultural resources
consultants.

Sincerely,
Jahis Calleja

Information Officer

Enclosure



